Holidays
Please note that all holiday descriptions are not guaranteed, outings are only possibilities as the actual itinerary of the holidays is arranged at the consultation meeting held at the beginning of each holiday where the holiday makers decide what they would like to do.

UK
Bournemouth
This year we are running holidays for six weeks in this vibrant town, with one week especially reserved for those of you who are over 60 and want to avoid all those youngsters and need a holiday at a slower pace. The 18-40 week is for those in that age range who need limited support and want a more active holiday where you can meet and make new friends.
The Laguna hotel will need no introduction to those who have been before with its indoor pool, sauna, Jacuzzi and games room. The days will start with breakfast at the hotel, followed by visits to a myriad of local attractions including an aquarium, boat trips, a steam train, the pavilion theatre. Bournemouth has seven miles of golden sandy beaches for when the weather is nice. Then it is back to the hotel for evening meal and entertainment such as bingo, disco and cabaret acts.
The 18-40 week may also involve a visit to a night club, theme or Water Park and perhaps a speed boat ride.
Be sure to book early for this holiday as places always go quickly.

Torbay and Trains
Known as the English Riviera, Torbay, and the surrounding stylish resorts of Torquay, Brixham and Paignton make the perfect holiday. With 22 miles of coastline including blue flag beaches, rocky coves and harbours, there is plenty to see and do.
For rail enthusiasts, the Dartmouth Steam Railway is close by, as is the South Devon Railway and Gorse Blossom Railway Park. In the village of Babbacombe, a quieter and more traditional haven, the Cliff Railway makes the promenade and beach area accessible to all. 
The town of Paignton is almost all on the level, and its compact and accessible nature makes it a favourite destination for those with limited mobility.






Eastbourne
A town of award winning beaches and excellent sunshine record, a good base to explore the South Downs National Park and Beachy Head, Eastbourne has something for everyone.
Take a ride on the seafront train, see the beautiful coastline surrounded by breathtaking countryside, explore castles dating from 1066, visit local museums, enjoy fun filled days at the sea side, or for the more energetic, how about participating in some exciting water sports?

Blackpool
We are offering two holidays in this resurgent town. A slow and sedate holiday for those who need more support, and an 18 – 40 week for those who don’t!
Whichever holiday is for you, there will be events tailored to your wants and needs, not least the famous Blackpool tower, without a visit to which no trip to Blackpool is complete.
For the youngsters, there is the Pleasure Beach for thrills, the Golden Mile and a choice of piers as well as miles of beaches, which are of course suitable for all ages.
Blackpool is not all about the seaside though, with many other attractions like a zoo, sea life centre, Louis Tussaud’s waxworks gallery and tranquil gardens.
We have now added some extra Themed weeks in Blackpool. One week will feature an Elvis Presley tribute and another week will have a Beatles theme.
Butlins – Bognor Regis
A traditional British Holiday Camp holiday! Butlins has certainly changed its image in the past few years and holidays here are much better than they used to be. The accommodation is clean and modern, the facilities second to none.
Butlins Bognor Regis is perfectly placed both for the beach and to venture out into the South Downs National Park and heritage sites.
Of course there are loads of activities to keep you occupied during your stay, with a funfair, sports and arts and crafts activities all included in the price as well as some terrific evening entertainment. There is certainly something for everyone.
Best of all, with the cinema and Skyline pavilion full of indoor entertainment, this is probably the nearest thing you can get in Britain to a weatherproof holiday.


London Show (Wicked)
Voted London’s Best West End Show 2011, ‘Wicked’, has been hailed as the best musical of the decade. If you liked ‘The Wizard Of Oz’ then you must see this captivating and emotional production at the Apollo Victoria.
This year we plan to visit the Tower of London to see the Crown Jewels.   Followed by an evening with Henry VIII and his court of knights, troubadours, contortionists, magicians, jugglers, minstrels and medieval tumblers at a royal banquet where we will enjoy a four course feast brought to the table by dancing wenches.

Around the World in Gourmet Food
Are you a budding Gordon Ramsay? If you think you can cut it in the kitchen, or just want to learn some new recipes, then come and join us for a gourmet’s delight break in the Forest of Dean.
You will learn to cook some delicious foods, fit to serve a King or Queen, but oh so easy to make. Visit some exciting places specialising in cheese, wine or other interesting treats.
Each day we will try the food of a different country, learn to cook something special and find out about that country. You will top it off by preparing and serving an enjoyable dinner to some guests and yourselves and experiencing some extra special meals out. Finally, you can make your own cook book to take home with you so you can practice all those new found recipes in your own kitchen.

English Safari (West Country)
If you fancied our Safari trip to Africa last year, but found it too expensive (or too far) to go, then this is the holiday for you. Staying in the West Country, we will handily placed to visit several places to see a collection of different animals.
Bristol Zoo Gardens, Longleat Safari and Adventure Park, Cotswold Wildlife Park, Birdland Park and Gardens, The International Centre for Birds of Prey are all located nearby and are places which we may be visiting.
So come and see all those exotic animals you always wanted to see but were never able to.




UK Theme Parks
A trip for those who need a regular high adrenalin fix and can handle the pace! Visiting some of England’s premier Theme and Adventure Parks, you can be sure that you will experience some amazing thrills and spills.
Based in the Midlands we will be within easy travelling distance for Drayton Manor, Alton Towers, West Midland Safari and Leisure Park and we plan on visiting a different Park every day, so bring plenty of energy!

Faith Week
Spend Easter in the Forest of Dean and celebrate the sanctity of this important Christian festival.
We will be enjoying  a Good Friday Pageant, attending an Easter Service in a local church, all geared to  learning about the biblical story of Easter and the resurrection of Christ.
In addition to all that, you can also partake in the traditional Easter pursuits of decorating your own eggs, making Easter bonnets and take part in an Easter Egg hunt. For those who appreciate old vehicles, the Coleford Festival of Transport takes place on Easter Monday and is one of many other local attractions we may go to.

Dr. Who & Torchwood Tour
Cardiff has been the home of the Dr Who TV series since its return in 2005 and its spin-off series Torchwood. On this tour you can visit many of the location that feature in some of the more memorable scenes that you all enjoy. We can see the church where you first saw Donna in ‘The Runaway Bride’, the village that is the home of Amy Pond and the entrance to Torchwood’s Hub at the Millennium Centre, as well as many other sites.
Cardiff, the capital of Wales is also an exciting destination in its own right, with Cardiff Castle, National Museum and Cardiff Bay all well worth a visit. The shopping centre has been named as one of the best shopping destinations in the UK, so come prepared for adventure and excitement, just watch out for those daleks!





Christmas UK
Join us for a traditional Christmas celebration in a convivial manner at an English Hotel in Stratford-Upon-Avon.
On Christmas Eve there will be a Champagne and canapés reception with Carol singing from a local choir followed by a four course candle lit meal. Then you can attend Midnight Mass which is followed by mulled wine and mince pies to send you off to bed
The centrepiece of any Christmas celebration is of course the traditional Christmas Lunch and our Christmas is no exception and you can enjoy a delicious meal with all the trimmings while socialising with friends old and new. Later on enjoy a marvellous afternoon High Tea (yes, more food!) with home-made cakes.
Boxing Day will feature a three course dinner followed by a race night for those who want a fun way to spend the evening.
After all that food you will get the chance to walk some of it off as we hope to explore William Shakespeare’s birthplace, Stratford-Upon-Avon, weather permitting, and maybe a trip to a local Pantomime 
So give yourself a break and let someone else take care of the cooking and washing up. Just sit back, relax and enjoy yourself!

Celebrate New Year with Options Holidays
Come and join us in style, for the New Year, and enjoy traditional celebrations, good food and entertainment. The New Years Eve party kicks off with a champagne and canapés reception, followed by a Gala dinner with entertainment and dancing until late. Spend your time with good company, raise a glass and make new friends as the clock strikes midnight.
There may also be time for a local shopping trip, sightseeing and possibly a pantomime.









Europe
Disneyland Paris/Paris
If you always wanted a holiday abroad but don’t like flying, then this is the trip for you. Travelling to France on the Eurostar train you will be staying at a convenient location for Disneyland Paris where you can enjoy the magic of Disney and all the excitement on offer from white-knuckle rides to entertaining shows and parades.
Then we will be spending time sightseeing in the magnificent and cosmopolitan city of Paris itself where we can take in iconic landmarks such as the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame Cathedral and the Arc de Triomphe. You may also get to sample some of Paris’ incomparable shopping, pavement cafés and chic eloquence.
Malta
Malta is a beautiful island lying in the heart of the Mediterranean Sea, with a great choice of sandy clean beaches to suit all tastes, a warm and sunny climate, and waters that are clean and safe.
Being a small island, you are never far away from something interesting and Malta is full of centuries of history and countryside with numerous historical monuments and World Heritage Sites as well as a proud religious background.
 There is a strong historical British influence on the island, and English is widely spoken, giving you an ideal opportunity to sample a Mediterranean way of life in a safe and friendly atmosphere.
Tour of Mainland Greece/ Athens
In the year that the Olympic Games come to this country, why not visit the birthplace of the original Olympics. Greece is a country full of spectacular varied scenery, historical architecture and a combination of influences from the Balkans, Mediterranean and Middle East.
The capital, Athens, was the birthplace of European civilization and is full of classical architecture from all ages. The Parthenon, the Acropolis and the Agora are on most people’s ‘to-do’ lists.
The rest of mainland Greece offers a wide variety of pleasures with something for everyone. Hot weather and excellent beaches for sun worshippers, ancient monuments for history lovers, National Parks for wildlife lovers and magnificent local cuisine for food lovers.




Majorca
An island in the Mediterranean, a holiday in Majorca can combine sunny days, sandy beaches and lively nights. This destination offers some of the best, most facilities packed resorts on the Med, and some of the best beaches in Europe.
Majorca has no shortage of things to do, from water parks to air-conditioned shopping malls; this is an island for all seasons, for all people, for great holiday memories.

Turkey
Fast increasing in popularity, Turkey has much to offer its visitors. With rapidly improving facilities and infrastructure, Turkey is a country where you can experience Middle Eastern culture whilst enjoying European standards.
A great destination for a relaxing beach holiday, you will find Turkish hospitality welcoming and cuisine to suit all tastes. Here you will find some of the most pristine beaches in Europe and a typical Mediterranean climate as well as some wonderful scenery and centuries’ old historical sites.
Corfu
Corfu is one of the larger Greek islands and very popular. By day you can soak up the sun on fantastic beaches by clear warm sea, by night enjoy a traditional Greek meal with dancing by local dancers.
We also hope to explore some of the island, most of which is still unspoilt by tourism, maybe take a boat trip to one of the nearby islands or visit Corfu Town which is a mix of old and new.
This is a holiday to meet different needs, combining sightseeing and relaxing, and the hotel is especially suitable for those with physical disabilities.
Lanzarote
Located in the refreshing blue waters of the Atlantic Ocean Lanzarote displays all the magic of an island that is unique for its diversity and sub-tropical richness and a spring-like climate that lasts all year round.
Being part of Spain, the level of services and infrastructure comply with European standards in quality and safety. The ‘Islas Canarias’ which include Lanzarote, Tenerife, Fuerteventura and Gran Canaria, are volcanic islands, leading to a wide variety of landscapes, wonderful beaches and transparent waters.
In the Canary Islands, you will experience a most enjoyable holiday to an exotic destination that is both close and safe with all the comforts of Europe.

Northern Portugal
As those of you that return year after year will testify, this is a tremendous holiday, and our Portuguese leader, Paula looks after you extremely well. You will be staying at a local, independent family run Hotel Contriz, where staff know us well.
North Portugal has a pleasant climate, not as excessively hot as the south and with mild winters. The region is less well-known and intriguing, with a visit to Porto, Portugal’s second city and the home of Port wine on the agenda, where we might tour one of the famous Port Houses to see its manufacture and maybe a tasting. We may also visit the beautiful walled city of Valenca on the Spanish border and the pilgrimage site, Bom Jesus, near Braga.
Our Portuguese holidays are for those who like to be kept active day and night and not for the faint-hearted.
Rest of the World
Nile Cruise
Visit the West Bank and the famous Valley of the Kings and Queens. Explore the beautiful and ancient sights of Aswan, including the High Dam and gaze across Lake Nasser. View the Edfu and Dendera temples as well as those of Luxor and Karnak. We will be taking a cruise along the River Nile in style, on board a cruise ship with all the facilities you would expect.
To round the holiday off, a trip to the Red Sea coast for some relaxation and maybe some snorkelling in the clear warm sea, to observe the wonderful undersea wildlife.
Thailand
Thailand is a country of many and varied highlights, and this touring holiday of the country gives you the chance to experience many of those. 
Starting with the bright lights of Bangkok and the Royal Palace, home of the Thai King, we will then move on to explore the rest of this unique country.
Other places to visit include the famous Bridge over the River Kwai where you can go on a train ride along the infamous Burma Death Railway for some spectacular views. Chiang Mai is the cultural capital of Northern Thailand, a city full of fantastic temples, street markets serving amazing food and plenty to keep you entertained. 
You may also get the opportunity to go elephant trekking in the jungle for some great landscapes and a bamboo raft ride along the river.
After all that excitement, what better way to wind down than a visit to an island paradise for some total relaxation lazing by the pool or beach? If you have any energy left you could even try some canoeing or snorkelling.

Winter Sun 
Escape the snow and ice of Britain and recharge your batteries for a week of sunbathing.
We haven’t decided where to go yet, so if you have any suggestions or long-held ambitions to visit somewhere special let us know and if there is enough interest we will do our best to make it happen.
Wherever we go, you can be sure it will be hot, sunny and relaxing, just what the doctor ordered when it’s chilly and wet at home.
American Dream (Cowboys and Indians)
(We know it’s not PC to say Indians but it sounds more “John Wayne”)
Experience a taste of the Wild West and indulge your cowboy spirit by staying in a genuine American ranch where you can sample the life of a real-life cowboy and enjoy the wide-open prairies, home to cattle drives and round-ups or maybe enjoy a gentle horse riding trail along craggy paths, a great way to see the breathtaking scenery, following in the footsteps (or hoof prints) of cowboys and native Americans going back centuries. At the end of the day we might even try cooking a genuine open camp fire meal.
Other activities may include white-water rafting, bird-watching, visits to Indian reservations to see how the other half live, nature trails, rodeos, in fact anything that gives you a taste of the big country and big skies.
We also hope to spend some time on the second week seeing some time visiting places of interest in the local area, a bit of sight-seeing and maybe some shopping.
 So if your dream is living the life of a cowboy, and a true Wild West adventure, come and spend some time down on the ranch.

